BOOF 3B XBOFT

SOSOF mago TORE BT ROJFE Q033
DOTOF XY, 3033é 17, $nzs DToNed 8%, Bonded - 560 001.

3033é T 0Y W D RVT : 2023-24 QJI00T : 25-12-2023

WG GWOZED
MEDIA INVITE

1. ZoNKRT TOINT OO 50% =®3000T 100 &)cﬂéaf O3 WANS
BRCTOTFTH RWIVTOL:
SRCTOTFS :
T3 ToEO%
ATYT, BRDIVOSNWD, 3JoF 3T RFOFT

T3 Ww?&é :
8eeNE AWFUD ACBOTORT®
B, 0T, TEVTRL W FOTRF T [WHIONE FWIW, 4TZ AFOFT

00236 ©0.2830T33esDT°
TR, 0T, PIRIFH W, WTIOOP, ISRIT, DI, InLI 0TS Tox FIIW,
%P0 ATFT

R.3.5330500°
BT, YUT BNAIVOINW, ROTOBIRY T LONARTY YOO [TV, II9FET ATOFT

Uaab@omd%
msé TOONR TOMP TNWTOON F23TTD, BIOF 3T ITOFT

r?adngss 3PN :
WRB[oOB DF°.TRTL
[RT, FERTEND, TFUWT WS JORF

O3N.83.859T30°
msé 5@{%363, BIOFWT NPOTRY



@C%gé :
O ORFT®
BT, TOAT, STWWINT DTGP 3T,

Y

Q00%: 26-12-2023, DONY=T RO : B9} 11.00 rtoedrt

ﬁ@e&* ! APOIROTT BRBEWYT (M, L RT’), LoneedD.

. i?asmézpw@t%, NBEECOF D)  WEBIRETVOD BV B30WOT
O3B 3eeRT0D Jee0Ted TIOD WOTO TOONFT:

FOORF BT VTP :
AT TOTOI
ATYT, WRDIVOSNWD, IIoF 3T XFOFT

DIeR STHIZD :
3eNE AWFTO ACBOTORT®
B, 0T, TEVTRL W FOTRF T’ [WHIONE FWIW, TZ AFOFT

0023 20.230833e0T°

BRI B30T, @5@5&5%@ BB NWTEECOZ, ASTRFT D) wwkd 30323@5 ToO%, RWBH,
2 s ) pry ) @A ey =777 p)

5008 AT T

ﬁ‘admz‘bss 3PN :
WRB[oOB DF°.TRTL
msé TEOTENYD, ToorF 838 WGHRS JORS

O3N.83. 850 T30°
msé smngda, BIOF T NFOIRY

O3NT|AY 03ReRFON FRETT® WJOZTED
R.5.533500°
BT, YT BNAIVOINW, ROTOTIRY W) LONARTY YOATVO BT, IToFws ATOFT

o3NTAE BrexSod Srertne TETER:

@0.3050 TFoZ Tokde®

BRI dédé%eojo 430 TINH @5@3&5%@@, emdémée@é D) WeS[JRETWOD YUV BT,
TIOF WS RTOFT



@Z%z@ :
0%y ORFT
msé TORIW, HTWINT DTSR 36T

wh

AJ00T: 26-12-2023, IDONYwT A0 : aﬂ@rﬁ\ 11.30 noe3n
%@é : méoiw T, NPOIROG, LONRART.

. TOOFEIB wOOLT TOF BEOWOT Fwwd TR TS ARWTOL:
B, ©8Q Tone T[IRY Twed:

om0 BOT® RBQeE®

RIS, TORITPOT, IIVEWS ATOET

RT3 TRTO0%

ATYT, WODITVOSNND, IToF 3T XFOFT

DRI® dewosew — 20228 JIRF DHe30N BB TS :

Q. Jorteoyy

B, CINTV FDeBTER, FeF DT TOIFK, TONBRE TLRED TR, TI9FWS ATOFT

ﬁ‘admz‘bss 3PN :

Q. WOIVG TROT', D.2.2F

TEOS TOODFTEF N, ITTOT, 080T B DeTTd, 57 I TOIFK TONRBNG TURL VL, FIoFwT TFF T
AT, 3ANTPT’, 0.2.0F

BO3NTD, 030 FWOeTTd I FeWo YURS, TFF FFTFT

QAJ00%: 26-12-2023, DONS=0T BRPOD : ok 5.30 no3n

RS : OOBPRT, TOBPT 33, Lonsiedb.



T3 Tpum

PRESS RELEASE

IXL 2023 Grand Finale: Shashwat Salgaonkar of Panaji Clinches
the Coveted IXL Champions Trophy

Bangalore, December 25 (KARNATAKA INFORMATION) :

The 11th annual grand finale of the Indian Crossword League (IXL), a globally
celebrated cryptic crossword contest recognized by the Limca Book of Records,
concluded with flair at Hotel Royal Orchid in Bengaluru. The event marked the
culmination of a thrilling journey that saw participants from around the world
engage in 10 online rounds, leading to the selection of the top 30 finalists who
battled for the coveted championship on December 24, 2023.

In its 11th year, the IXL Grand Finale promise to be a thrilling culmination of
skill, strategy, and linguistic prowess. Hotel Royal Orchid, a longstanding partner
in hosting the event, once again was the epicenter of this global crossword
spectacle. Participants from diverse backgrounds and walks of life passionately
engaged in the online rounds since September 17, vying for a coveted spot among
the top 30 finalists.

In a display of extraordinary linguistic prowess, Shashwat Salgaonkar from
Panaji emerged as the ultimate IXL champion, securing the trophy and etching his
name in the annals of cryptic crossword history. The competition was intense,
with Sohil Bhagat and Raj Jayram of Bengaluru emerging as close runner-ups,
showcasing the remarkable talent that defines the IXL Grand Finale. Notably,
Ramki Krishnan of Chennai, record 7-time champion stood 4™ in the competition.

The grandeur of the IXL Grand Finale was further elevated by the esteemed
presence of Mrs. Shalini Rajneesh, Additional Chief Secretary and Development
Commissioner, Karnataka, who served as the chief guest for the event.
Accompanying her were notable dignitaries includingMr. Amar Pandey, IPS,



President, Crossword Association of Karnatakawho added to the prestige of the
occasion.

In collaboration with the Crossword Federation of India, Extra-C has been at
the forefront of organizing crossword competitions across India and abroad. The
IXL Grand Finale is a testament to the commitment of fostering a global
crossword community.

Previous editions of IXL have been hosted in Toronto and New Jersey,
expanding the reach of this cultural phenomenon.

Crossword Federation of India is formed with different state chapters
(different states forming their own crossword federation) and promoting the
culture of crossword solving among citizens of India. Delhi Crossword Association
organized DU open crossword contest at Miranda House on 27th October. Tamil
Nadu Association of Crossword is going to host Tamil Nadu Open Online
Crossword Contest on 26th December.

Beyond IXL, Extra-C, in collaboration with Crossword Federation of India,
has been instrumental in organizing various crossword competitions to bring the
joy of puzzling to different corners of India. Notable competitions include the
CCCC Cryptic Crossword Contest (National Level Inter-School Competition), NICE
National Inter-College Crossword Expedition (for college-goers), and ACAD A Clue
A Day contest (for school, college students, and senior citizens). The idea behind
hosting such competitions is to take crossword to the hinterlands of India.

Excitingly, Extra-C and the Crossword Federation of India have plans to
launch crossword competitions in vernacular languages, aiming to make the joy of
puzzling accessible to a wider audience across India. This initiative will prove to be
a significant step towards promoting linguistic diversity and engaging crossword
enthusiasts in their native languages.

Mr. Vivek Kumar Singh, IAS, Development Commissioner of Bihar and Chief
Mentor of Extra-C, shared his vision: "Crossword puzzles transcend borders and
connect people through the shared love for language and intellect. These



competitions are not just contests; they are platforms to bring communities
together and stimulate the minds of the participants."

As the curtain falls on IXL 2023, the crossword community is already
buzzing about the future.Plans are underway for the World Cup of Crossword in
2025, promising an even more extensive celebration of linguistic brilliance on a
global stage.
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