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Contribution of Women in Pioneering the Development of the

Nation Acknowledged by Governor
Bengaluru, November 2 (Karntaka Information):



In a momentous address at the inaugural convocation of Maharani Cluster
University in Bangalore, Hon'ble Governor of Karnataka, Shri Thaawarchand
Gehlot, emphasized the pivotal role of women in propelling the nation towards
development.

Governor Gehlot asserted, "The progress of any nation and society is
intricately linked with the progress of women. One cannot fathom the advancement
of individuals, families, and society at large without acknowledging the
indispensable role of women."

Highlighting India's distinctive place on the global stage, he remarked,
"India stands as a beacon in the world, owing to its rich history and culture. Our
nation ranks among the forefront in terms of cultural, political, economic, and
military prowess. Our scriptures and mythology celebrate the reverence of women,
and the principle of gender equality is embedded in the Preamble, Fundamental
Rights, Fundamental Duties, and Directive Principles of the Indian Constitution.
The Constitution provides parity to women and empowers states to enact
'affirmative' measures in support of women."

Governor Gehlot further expounded on the strides made by the Government
of India and State Governments in empowering women through various schemes
such as 'Beti Bachao Beti Padhao', Ujjwala Yojana, Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana,
and Kasturaba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya. He underscored the provisions for
women's reservation, aiming to ensure equal rights and bolster women's
participation in society and politics.

Recognizing the pivotal role played by women in the nation's struggle for
independence and subsequent progress, Governor Gehlot emphasized, "Today,
women are leaving an indelible mark across diverse domains, including medicine,
engineering, education, and security, significantly contributing to the nation's
development. As we stand as the world's fifth-largest economy, our resolve is to
ascend to the pinnacle and become the world's largest economy. The involvement
of women will be instrumental in realizing this vision while safeguarding our
environment."

Expressing delight at the commencement of the first convocation of
Maharani Cluster University, Governor Gehlot commended the institution's legacy



in advancing women's education. He hailed the longstanding reputation of
Maharani Educational Institutions and lauded the students for their outstanding
achievements in national-level sports, cultural, and extra-curricular activities.

The Governor also celebrated the conferment of Honorary Doctorates upon
Mrs. Sudha Murthy and Padmanabhan Balaram for their exceptional contributions
to education, literature, and society. He expressed optimism that their dedication to
societal welfare would continue, extending his heartfelt congratulations to the
graduating students and wishing them a prosperous future.

The event witnessed the presence of Minister MC Sudhakar, Smt. Sudha Murthy,
Chief Guest Padmanabhan Balaram, Vice Chancellor L. Gomati Devi, and other
distinguished dignitaries.

National conference On '"Tomato: Problems, Perspectives, and

Plant Breeding Solutions"

Bengaluru, November 02, (Karnataka Information):

The Foundation for Advanced Training in Plant Breeding (ATPBR), a non-
profit organization, in collaboration with the University of Horticultural Sciences
(UHS) Bagalkot, Karnataka, is going to organize a two-day National conference,
titled "Tomato: Problems, Perspectives, and Plant Breeding Solutions" from 3 and
4 November, at the Basic Science College Auditorium of the University of

Agricultural Sciences, GKVK, Bengaluru.

The objective of this conference is to let the stakeholders from all sectors
deliberate on -the tomato scenario in the country, potential causes for the price
volatility in the market and formulate strategies to help farmers and consumers in

the future.

Tomatoes are an indispensable and highly popular ingredient in the daily
Indian kitchen. The majority of tomatoes produced in India are consumed fresh,

with only a small fraction (approximately 2%) allocated for processing. However,



Indian farmers often grapple with the challenge of apparent tomato gluts, even in
the face of modest productivity. Crop abandonment, where tomatoes are left
unharvested, is a common occurrence during the period from February to April
each year. In contrast, the retail prices of tomatoes skyrocket between June and
September, leaving consumers and policymakers perplexed. In recent times,
tomato prices have exhibited significant volatility, making them increasingly
unaffordable for the average person. This volatility can be attributed to a multitude
of factors, varying across different agro-ecological zones in the country. It's not
simply a matter of supply and demand; rather, it's a complex interplay of factors.
High temperatures in peninsular India during the summer months, coupled with the
breakdown of resistance to Tomato Leaf Curl Virus (TLCV) exacerbated by super
cyclones in Gujarat and Rajasthan in June, as well as excessive precipitation in
North India, have all contributed to this issue. The presence of pests like the Tuta
moth and various viruses further exacerbates the problem.There is an urgent need
to comprehensively assess the factors affecting tomato productivity and the market,
identify and prioritize future requirements, and establish a national action plan to
address these challenges. This plan should focus on developing climate-resilient,
disease-tolerant, and higher-quality tomato varieties suitable for both field and
protected cultivation.

The meeting will address the following key aspects:

¢ National and Regional Scenario in Tomato Production and Economics

¢ (Climate Change and Tomato Productivity - What We Know and Don't Know

e Analysis of Market Dynamics, Elasticity, and Volatility in the Tomato
Market, along with Mitigation Strategies

e Tomato Breeding to Address the Challenges of the Future



We anticipate that the stakeholders participating in the conference will
collaboratively chart a course toward sustainable and resilient tomato breeding,
production, and marketing practices. These efforts will ultimately ensure a stable
supply of tomatoes and affordable prices for consumers in the future while also

doubling farmers' income.

A Warm welcome to all the media persons for the inauguration of the National
conference on 3™ November 2023. The vehicle is arranged from Press Club at 8.30

AM. For further information kindly contact Dr. Swetha, B. S. 8867574561.
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National Press Day on November -16
Bangalore, November 02, (Karnataka Information) :

National Press Day - The 16th of November - is symbolic of a free and
responsible press in India. This was the day on which the Press Council of India
started functioning as a moral watchdog to ensure that not only did the press
maintain the high standards expected from this powerful medium but also that it
was not fettered by the influence or threats of any extraneous factors. Though there

are several Press or Media Councils world over, the Press Council of India is a



unique entity in as-much-as this is the only body to exercise an authority even over

the instruments of the State in its duty to safeguard the independence of the press.

Recommending the establishment of a Press Council in 1956 the first Press
Commission had concluded that the best way of maintaining professional ethics in
journalism would be to bring into existence a body with statutory authority, of
people principally connected with industry whose duty it would be to arbitrate. To
this end the Press Council of India was established and the body that has evolved
since November 16, 1966 has not belied the objective.

November 16 therefore personifies a responsible and free press in the

country. All those who cherish it, so commemorate the day.
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